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moralists. Thus all branches of Sanskrit literature have a strong didactic element in them. Wise, noble and strikingly original utterances or moral sentiments adorn almost every work in the Sanskrit language, The Dhammapada, a sacred book of the Buddhists, contains the most beautiful and profound thoughts expressed in short and powerful verses. These may be considered as the fore-runners of Gnomic poetry. The literature of this class covers a wide range of topics like Raja niti rules of political policy, Loka niti practical hints on worldly wisdom and social relation* ship, and Dharma niti. codes of virtue and moral conduct. The vanity of worldly pleasures, the fleeting nature of human existence; the warnings against the temptation of wily woman, the advantages of detach* ment and renunciation, the benefits of a tranquil mind, the honour attached to wealth, the contempt of poverty, the results of good and bad company, the greatness of learning and the meanness of ignorance, the nature of the good and the wicked, the Inevitability of fate and the need for human endeavour, the ambrosial sweetness of the wise sayings of poets and the superiority of the man of letters over monarchs of transient glory are but some specimens of the topics which are tirelessly and redundantly stressed upon by all poets of this category; but they avoid the monotony of the theme by means of their psychological grouping of their ideas, by skilful use of parallelism and contrast, by apt illustrations from nature and mythology, by their trenchant and forcible expression f